
Gratitude: The Source 
Exodus 35:20-36:3 

The edge of the universe is the search of the 
ages. Currently we have multiple telescopes 
looking for that edge that is estimated to be 
some 18 million light years away. We will get 
to the edge of the universe, which some have 
called the source of life, in incremental 
stages. NOVA on PBS is a wonderful guide in 
understanding these astronomical steps. The 
same is true in getting to the Source of 

Gratitude, it comes in following a natural progression toward the Source. 

Allow me to guide us along those steps.  

Material and spiritual gifts point us to the Source of Gratitude. The 
action in Exodus 35 occurs after Pharaoh heeded Moses’ directive to let the 
people go from Egypt. Pharaoh’s reluctance to lose his outsourced labor 
force brought on plagues to motivate the ruler. The death angel plague, 
which took the firstborn male child of a household who didn’t put the blood 
of a lamb on the doorposts of their homes was the ender.  When Pharaoh 
lost his son, he finally cried uncle, letting the people go.   

God didn’t want the people leaving empty-
handed. So, God told his newly adopted 
children to ask for jewels and clothing. The 
Egyptians wanted them out, so they gave 
them the booty. The freed Israelites carried 
their newfound riches into the wilderness, 
which birthed the need for a new way of 
organizing the community. Moses scheduled 
a state of the union speech, introducing 10 
new initiatives for the community and 

religious life.  

The people would learn they would be a nation without a king. This was a 
movement in which all persons had an equal stake of responsibility in the 
community. The people were to assess what gifts they possessed and give 
back a portion of what God provided. Some suggest the founding of the 
Hebrew nation planted the seeds for democracy as they considered how to 
use their plentiful gifts for the greater good. The driving force behind these 



newly freed entrepreneurs was their gratitude to God. It was their material 
and spiritual gifts that pointed them to the Source of all Gratitude.  

Material gifts reveal the Source of Gratitude. As 
equal stakeholders, the people offered material 
goods to build a portable sanctuary and support 
priests. Their offerings included the currency of 
their day: brooches, earrings, signet rings, 
pendants, blue, purple and crimson yarn, fine 
linens, goats’ hair, tanned rams’ skins, fine leather, 

gold, silver, bronze and acacia wood. Anyone want to guess the dollar 
equivalency for goats’ hair and ram’s skins, anyone? 

While our material gifts are different, we possess material gifts given by God. 
The amount of our material gifts is not equal or the same when compared to 
others material gifts. Some of our material gifts come in the form of 
paychecks, savings, stocks, real estate and items to sale. A few of us have 
inheritances or accumulated wealth, which are our material gifts. Our 
material gifts make our possessions possible.  

As equal stakeholders we are to consider what we will share for the sake of 
the greater community, so we might have buildings, chairs, curriculum, 
hymnals, instruments, heating, cooling, the communion bread we eat, and 
the coffee we drink. On Monday when I review the weekly offering totals, I 
remind myself the offerings brought more deeply tied you, the giver, to the 
Source of Gratitude. That thought makes me all the more grateful for every 
material gift offered, which reveals the source of our gratitude. 

Spiritual gifts connect us to the Source of 
Gratitude. Those newly freed slaves had 
plenty of spiritual gifts too. Bezalel was 
endowed with divine spirit, along with skill 
and knowledge of every craft. He and 
Oholiab were master artisans who offered 
their spiritual gifts for the building of the 
sanctuary. Though they remain unnamed 
(sigh) it says all the skillful women spun with 
their hands. The people who made up the Hebrew community connected to 
the source of gratitude through their spiritual gifts.  

We have plenty of Bezalels and Oholiabs and many more gifted women who 
sit in the pews. We couldn’t do church without their spiritual gifts; any more 
than we could have church without their material gifts. Spiritual gifts from 



those who come early, stay late and prepare diligently, make church happen. 
Teachers, ushers, greeters, singers, instrumentalists, and prayer warriors 
offer their spiritual gifts. Spiritual gifts include persons who spur us to live 
better. We see spiritual gifts in the formal structure of our church that makes 
community life make sense. Relationships that provide love and meaning are 
spiritual gifts. All our spiritual gifts spawn a gratitude that more deeply 
connects us to Gratitude’s Source. 

Gifts of any kind can draw closer to the source of gratitude. The closer we 
orbit near the source of gratitude the more willing we are to be responsible 
stakeholders in the community, mirroring the Exodus people. Responsible 
stakeholders are connected to the source of gratitude, becoming better 
stewards of the material and spiritual gifts we possess.  

Stirred Hearts unite us to 
Gratitude’s Source. Apologies to 
James Bond, our hearts are to be 
stirred, not shaken. Stirred hearts 
embrace the bounty of life and know 
that love keeps on after duty is 
done. We don’t shame, threaten, or 
shakedown at the church. We trust 
the Spirit in all matters of life, so we 
trust the Spirit to woo us into good 
stewards of this place called First 
United Methodist Church.  

The root of the growing suspicion of organized religion has little to do with 
the way we share life together, worship God, or serve our neighbors. The 
primary beef about the church is the way we handle our material and spiritual 
gifts. The world questions if we’re staying true to our call, promoting 
transparency in all matters that clearly shows we are rightly using what we 
have been given for the sake the community. They wonder if our hearts are 

stirred by our mission to love God and neighbor. 

We take our parental roles seriously providing for 
our children at all costs. The gratitude we feel for 
their presence in our lives is the reason we spare 
no expense, sacrificing for what is needed. We take 
seriously our stake in this faith community because 
God has given us this place and each other. The 
gratitude we feel for the work of First United 



Methodist Church is the reason we assess what portion of our material and 
spiritual gifts will make us equally responsible stewards of the work before 

us. 

Can you tell we are talking about stewardship today? I put little trust in words 
when it comes to this subject. A flawless stewardship campaign with bang 
up sermons doesn’t make the church flush. Generosity can’t be packaged 
with a spiel. You can give me more reasons not to give, than I can offer to 
you to give. The best way to step into a stewardship campaign is to inventory 
our material and spiritual gifts in our lives. Then, let us consider how closely 
have we allowed those gifts to reveal and connect us to Gratitude’s Source? 
The answers to those that questions will insure we will serve the greater good 
of God and others.  

When hearts are stirred, the need to give becomes greater than the need for 
the church to receive. When hearts are stirred, our heads are looking up and 
rather than our spirits dragged down. When our hearts are stirred, generosity 
happens. I pray my heart along with yours will be stirred by the plenty in our 
lives that comes from the hand of a generous God. 

 


