
Arise and Shine: Hear Worship's Redemption Story 
John 2: 13-21 

One Republic’s song Stop and Stare depicts what it feels like to find we are 
at a place in life and we are stuck with few options. They sing: “I think I am 
moving, but I go nowhere. We all know that feeling? 
Nobody wakes up and says, I think I’ll become addicted to my work, today. 
I will commit myself to an unhealthy lifestyle now that will enslave me to 
forces that rob me of joy and push people I love away. That happens when 
we aren’t looking because we are paying too much attention to work or 
success. It occurs because we lack insight to on how to resist these 
insidious forces. It feels like we stuck; bound to a hurtful past or to a current 
condition. Since the beginning of time, people have gathered to hear 
stories redemption. Worship is the public witness of people set free from 
their stuck ways. 
The Basis of Worship’s Redemption Story: At a critical moment in 
Israel’s history, as Joseph’s influence has faded, the people are strangers 
in Egypt, living a harsh existence. There’s no memory of a promise land, 
nor are they longing for home. The people know more about being slaves 
than dignified children of God. This is the setting for worship’s redemption 
story. 
Unsticking is God’s specialty. So, Moses arrives, declaring God will deliver 
them regardless of Pharaoh’s power and their weakened state. A contest 
ensues because Pharaoh isn’t persuaded by Moses. Pharaoh hardens the 
people’s work, insisting they gather their own straw for bricks. The plagues 
are meant to get Pharaoh’s attention, showing him these powerless slaves 
are backed by a powerful God. The final plague, the death of the firstborn is 
a reminder that no one is translated from tyranny to liberty on a feather 
bed. Regardless of the hardship of their exodus, they are no longer stuck. 
They are now free to worship, thank and honor the God who rescued them.  
God institutes the Passover meal, a practice that conditions Israel to trust 
God that can deliver keep hope alive. The meal involves every family 
partaking in this meal whose center piece is a year-old lamb without 
blemish. The lamb is a substitute for the firstborn male child who is spared 
from the angel of death. The lamb is sacrificed corporately and publicly; no 
private religion here. God is saving a people, not just persons. 
This redemption story serves as the basis of all Jewish and Christian 
worship. The basis for each time we gather to worship is to mark it down 
that God has done for the people what the people could not do for 
themselves. The foundational theme of a Passover meal or Christian 
worship experience is God’s redemption story. We retell the story of a 



saving God who rescued the people from something they could not 
overcome on their own. This theme sets the tone for all expressions of 
worship. We gather in this sanctuary we offer a witness to the story of the 
living God freeing a people both then and now from forces that have 
overcome, so we might have new life.  
A friend has a massive intellect and wide spirit. He rarely goes to worship. 
His faith in God is real, but he doesn’t see the point of engaging with other 
people in church. He believes faith is a private matter. So, he reads, 
studies, and helps others. Yet, he feels little need for God to do something 
for him that he cannot do himself. He admits there are times when he 
wonders if what he does matters? He’s asking, “Is there something more 
that could be done that I can’t do? At other times, something matters when 
he least expected it. He wonders, how did that something happen? He is 
reluctant to come to worship because he is not sure God can do something 
for him that he can’t do himself. The basis of all worship is God’s 
redemption story. 
The Mistakes Made with Worship’s Redemption Story: After 
deliverance and the institution of the Passover, the people anxieties are 
high, though God had provided a prescription for anxiety: “Take two tablets 
and call me each morning.” Yet, they still commit two of the most common 
mistakes seen in worshipping communities in all ages. 1. The leader 
becomes the object of worship; and 2. Our preferences becomes gods.  
1. The leader becomes the object of worship: Moses went to the 
mountain to talk with God. The people are concerned about his absence. 
Moses was good, but what good is he if they don’t know his whereabouts. 
The cause of their anxiety is they had grown to trust Moses more for their 
redemption than God. Church history is littered with religious leaders 
whose egos are placed too high on pedestals in worship communities. In 
each case, this error deafens the ears of persons who need to hear 
worship’s redemption’s story. 
2. Our preferences become gods: The people felt like a child left alone; 
they wanted a security blanket. They run to the people’s priest, asking 
Aaron for a Golden Calf. He gives them what they want, a new god to go 
before them. Aaron can’t turn from God without consequence; so, he insists 
the idol must represent the God who delivered them from Egypt. Aaron 
quickly sees his folly of giving the people a god they preferred.  
They don’t bow to God; they break all the commandments; tying one on 
and bowing down to and with each other. They preferred a religion that 
permits revelry, not a righteousness that requires rigor. They wanted a 
visible God on demand; rather than an invisible God that makes demands. 



God won’t be manipulated to theirs or our own end with our Golden Calf 
feel good worship. When we create gods from preferences, we settle for 
simple, trite, and easy expressions of worship, eliminating the likelihood of 
a redemptive change. 
The Rebirth of Worship’s Redemption Story: John’s telling of the 
Temple cleansing occurs a few days before Passover. The population in 
Jerusalem swells from 80,000 to 250,000 during that first century time. This 
onslaught of visitors for Passover makes the demand for animals high. 
Merchants set up outside the Temple, along the West wall. Archeological 
digs reveal the booths where vendors worked from sunup to sundown 
during Passover. The people would stop at the stalls on the way to the 
temple; just like their ancestors. No one questioned this several century old 
systems, particularly those who profited and those whose livelihood it 
provided. 
Meek and mild Jesus walks into that chaotic marketplace of animals with 
whip in hand. He turns tables, drives out the sheep, cattle and their 
business too. He’s doing more than cleaning up abuses or reforming a 
system. He’s rejecting it, saying he will destroy this temple and raise up a 
new one in three days. He alludes to the power of his resurrection, which 
will rebirth worship’s redemption story that takes place in a House of 
Prayer.  
We speak of going to a building when we say we are going to church. Yet, 
we don’t need building to go to church; we need hearts that beat to 
redemption’s story. Jesus rebirth of the worship’s redemption story enables 
us to worship in spirit. Spiritual worship makes room for all to have access 
to God. Rebirth of worship’s redemption story moves us from the religious 
mechanics to a spiritual link with the living God. We may need to move a 
few tables and crack the whip of change so that our hearts are open to the 
power of this old, old story that changes lives. We are to create 
experiences that retell worship’s redemption story.  
Imagine a TSA system that detects if the leader is the object of worship or it 
dings when there are signs preferences have become gods. Imagine a 
wand being waved over pastor and people to see if we are ready to share 
or hear of the power of God’s amazing grace. Sometimes the whip must be 
cracked, so God remains the object of worship and we set aside our 
preferences, unleashing the old, old life-shaping redemptive purposes of 
worship.   
2.5 miles off the east coast of the Atlantic, near St. John’s county is the 
Crescent Beach Spring. On calm days the spring looks like an oil slick. It 
originates from a vent 60-140 feet deep. It can be used by mariners to 



resupply fresh water on their ships. Carbon dating indicates the water 
discharged from the spring is 10,450 years old, indicating the spring has a 
deep flow system. The only way to get the fresh water is go deep. 
PfUMC, our worship gathering will encounter our God who can get anyone 
of thing unstuck. Usually those kind of life changing ordeals happens when 
we are willing to go a bit deeper.  This will mean prioritizing our presence in 
worship each week so we may show and tell what God can do for us what 
we can’t do for ourselves. Who wants to go first? 


