
 

 

The Mystery of Spiritual Forces 
Eph. 6:10-20 

A match between the Batman and Black Panther would engage intelligent 
tacticians, skilled hand-to-hand combatants, pack a variety of technology on 
their side. Batman’s signature costume, along with his smoke pellets and 
small explosives would prepare him for whatever T’Challa may throw down. 
Black Panther cloaked in his vibranium-weave armor anti-metal claws and 
energy daggers that can are efficient at slashing and stabbing could be 
problematic for Batman. An epic tussle worth the price of admission. 
The fantastical fight between super hero’s is not what Paul had in mind when 
he wrote, ‘be strong in the Lord". He is speaking about the strength needed 
to face powers that reside within rather than mythical beings that duel. Paul 
is helping his readers comprehend the mystery of spiritual forces.  
Honesty is needed to face spiritual forces. Paul writes from prison, 
looking through bars at armed guards in military uniforms. He is promoting a 
criminal executed on a Roman cross. Honestly, he calls himself an 
ambassador in chains, believing the Roman Empire has no future because 
of the certain victory of Christ’s church. His words ring like a theological tour 
de force, lining out the themes of a cosmic battle underway. His tone sounds 
like he may not write again. 
He anticipates the question: If the victory is won, why the struggles? His 
readers may have felt what we feel when we strike a snake; its demise is 
sure, but it still writhes. Paul urges them to remain vigilant, victory is assured, 
though the future is unclear. He employs the imagery of the armor of God, 
so they are prepared for what they are to face in this inhospitable world. 
There is an unseen enemy who seeks to counter God’s love, contesting for 
the hearts, minds, and souls of every living creature. 
Kids love to dress as super heroes, wearing mask and using a stick as their 
sword. Usually the mask is too big, making it hard to see where they are 
going, bumping into walls and tripping over their cape. Our reluctance to be 
honest the forces of evil is like wearing mask larger than heads. Our denial 
weakens the spiritual armor needed face the powers of darkness.  
An honest appraisal of spiritual forces knows that what is work is larger than 
a little devil sitting on our shoulder, causing us to feel guilty, so we will seek 
forgiveness for personal failures is a futile. This cheap theology of making 



 

 

persons pay for their forgiveness has been peddled by the church for much 
too toon. Besides it is a limited view of evil that keeps it vague, disconnected 
from actualities in our world.  
Spiritual forces at work in the 20th century: 100 million famine deaths, 150 
million lost their lives in wars, ethnic conflicts and civil wars, 100 million died 
at the hands of oppressive governments. More people died by violent deaths, 
preventable diseases, and hunger in the last century than in any period of 
history. The powers of darkness lull us into thinking that's just the way it is.   
Persons who struggle with addictions knows the compelling force evil. A 
drunk doesn’t needs to be forgiven for breaking our favorite vase in a 
drunken stupor. Forgiving the alcoholic doesn’t address the issue. They need 
deliverance from the addictive power, the demon that is robbing them of life 
and will sustain the conflict if not confronted at its systemic root.  
Decisions made to erode the health of our planet are the result of the forces 
of greed that impact decisions made by board of directors. Children trapped 
in a cycle of poverty they rarely escape are the result of the forces of apathy, 
which think it is not my job. Discriminating based on the color skin is a force 
that persists because of a selfish need to make a person feel better about 
their life because they feel superior over another child of God. The church 
cannot relinquish the work of honestly facing spiritual forces to corporate, 
government or political orders that lack the power to eliminate wrongs. 
I lack the power to overcome my 7th generation Texas accent. My Texas 
roots are so engrained, I will always say fixin’ and forever tell persons I am 
smarter than I sound. It’s an accent that lives deep within me. It can’t be 
scrubbed without honestly facing my familial forces.  
Evil cannot remain a vague entity. Any force in that steals life from God’s 
children it is honestly faced in our community. I want to honestly get to know 
those clients who come to our food pantry each week. I make this promise 
today. On the second Tuesday of each month beginning in September. I will 
set up a table offering spiritual relationships and help. I will offer coffee and 
communion is requested, so I may honestly know persons who need a hand 
with food on their tables We face the mystery of spiritual forces with honesty. 
Spiritual Tools are needed to face spiritual forces. The subtle powers 
that destroy are faced by putting on the armor of God. Some are comfortable 
with military imagery that talks about our faith, loving the moral clarity of 



 

 

Praise the Lord, Pass the Ammunition. Others are uncomfortable, unable to 
sing Onward Christian Soldiers because of the church’s commitment to 
peace. However, we view our tools, they are needed.  
External rituals and human contrived rules aren’t effective tools in facing 
spiritual forces. God offers real spiritual tools for the struggle of life. We gird 
ourselves with the belt of truth, the first casualty of war. The breastplate of 
righteousness protects the purity of our hearts, so we our hearts remained 
unharmed in the struggle for what is right. Our shoes don’t trample enemies 
but go the second mile to make peace and make reconciliation. The shield 
of faith sustains hope and helmet of salvation reminds us we belong to God. 
The one offensive weapon is the sword of the Spirit called the word of God. 
He uses the word rhema, meaning to speak to the powers that harm; 
announce their demise, inviting them to give up. 
Hoover Dam is an engineering marvel. Crews worked seven days a week for 
more than two-years. The blasting and transporting materials caused debris 
to fall from the canyon walls, injuring many workers. The injuries gave birth 
to the first hard-hat. An ingenious worker took two baseball caps, facing 
opposite directions. He dipped them in several into hot tar and let the caps 
dry. The hardened material made a hard hat. We all ow when debris falls, 
certain tools are needed to survive. Paul assure us we have access to these 
implements of protection called the armor of God.  
He goes on to say, “Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer…”. Prayer 
may be quiet activity, but it prepares us for anything but quiet. It readies for 
the challenge, providing a 10,000-foot view of the big picture. It's hard work 
in the shadow world. It’s difficult to deal with beings that resist the light. 
Prayer gives a glimpse of the fallen creation that is active in the world. Paul 
also implores us to persevere in praying for other saints. We need the help 
of each other in seeing with God's eyes, so we might employ the spiritual 
power that delivers this world from the powers of darkness.  
This is why Jesus taught us to pray, "Lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil”, granting there is evil which we need to be delivered. That will 
not happen by believing people are good and the world is decent. There are 
spiritual forces that only God can deliver us from in this world. As 
Gethsemane people, appearing like we have been handed over to evil, 
abandoned by God; we walk through the trial knowing love is stronger than 



 

 

death, standing firm in our armor. We face evil with a respectful fear, but 
honestly face it in the name of Jesus with the tools we need.  
In South Africa, before apartheid’s fall, the government cancelled a rally. 
Archbishop Tutu invited the people to St. George’s Cathedral. Fearing 
political activity, armed soldiers lined the sanctuary. Tutu declare the powers 
of segregation defeated by Christ. He pressed the government was propping 
up a lie doomed to fail. He turned to the police: “You may be powerful, but 
you are not God, who will not be mocked”. As the tension peaked, the holy 
man came down from his pulpit, flashing a radiant smile and bouncing with 
glee. He said to the soldiers: “Since you have lost, we invite you to join the 
winning side. The crowd howled, the police drifted out, and people danced.  
We can dance wearing our armor because Christ ensures ultimate victory. 
Together we can be honest about these spiritual forces that are robbing life 
from our neighbors in Pflugerville, wearing the armor God we can invite them 
to surrender now and join the winning side. engage these spiritual forces.  
Join me in the battle for peace. We won, so let’s dance! 


