
Mystery: An Unimaginable Unity 
Ephesians 2: 11-22 

Fly over our city and notice the geometric squares that extend to Dripping 
Springs to the west, Jarrell to the north, Elgin to the east, and Kyle to the 
south. We see neat shapes demarcating our backyards, our sanctuaries and 
escapes. As the ATX sprawls, open space is harder to find; so, we create 
space with works of art called privacy fences. The American Dream desires 
to have a place we call our own, so we build walls.  
The tussle for space isn’t just a landscaping issue. Fencing out and hedging 
in was imbedded in the struggles of the early church. Many churches Paul 
planted squabbled over who was welcome. In Thessalonica, the Council 
discussed who could be a member. The Book of Acts records the early 
church holding a General Conference in Jerusalem marked by pleas for and 
against the Gentiles. Surely, Facebook posts circulated by bots on the pro 
and cons of circumcision and Jewish dietary restrictions.  
Ephesians 1 relishes in our privilege of choseness and fulfilling our purpose 
to share our privilege with others. Ephesians 2 asks us to behave mercifully, 
eliminating walls, dividing people from God. Paul wrote, “You are no longer 
strangers and aliens”, you are citizens with the saints, members of the 
household of God.” He re-employs Isaiah’s exile imagery of delivery when 
the Jewish people were captives in Babylon. He declares Christ came to 
reunite Jew and Gentile, and he invites his Jewish tribe to join him in 
removing walls, so there is space for Gentiles too. Walls divide; Christ unites.  
Walls Divide: Christ’s early followers worshipped in a temple full of walls. 1. 
A wall divided Jews from Gentiles, separating people by race and ethnicity. 
2. A wall divided men from women, splitting people by gender. 3. A wall 
distanced priests from laity, assigning rigid positions in God’s house. 4. A 
wall separated the holy from the common, allocating objects by degrees of 
spirituality. When the temple fell, racial, ethnic, gender, clerical, and spiritual 
walls came down. God has a long history of breaking down walls. 
We like the safety a wall provides. We build walls to gather with those who 
live like us, drive comparable cars, earn similar salaries, and know people 
we know. Usually it’s our fears that build the walls, which come in an array 
of thicknesses and heights. Walls are as subtle as a raised eyebrow that cuts 
off conversation. The modular furniture at work can be a wall that keeps us 
from connecting to our co-workers. Pews have capacity to sacredly 
segregate, so we can remain comfortably placed and deceitfully soothed.  



God’s building plans opens up spaces in Christ’s church via a construction 
by destruction method. Christ wears a hardhat and wields a hammer, 
breaking down barriers that keep people from God’s love. It may take a soft 
tug or a battering ram; but Christ will clear space, so all feel welcomed. Not 
everyone will come, but he wants to be sure there is enough room for the 
different people God chose. When we follow that blueprint, there will be more 
room for more people to engage in the Body of Christ.  
When Fred Craddock returned to his Tennessee hometown for Christmas, 
he would visit Buck, the local café owner. They would share coffee and chess 
pie. One Christmas, Craddock could tell Buck was disturbed. "What's the 
matter?" asked Craddock. Buck replied, "You see the curtain?"  "Buck, I 
always see the curtain, said Craddock." The curtain separated the front, 
where white persons entered; from back half where black families entered 
from the alley. Buck said, "Fred, the curtain got to go." Craddock stated, "Pull 
her down!" "That's easy for you to say," said Buck. ""Then leave it up," 
Craddock countered. In agony, Buck said, "Fred, I take that curtain down, I 
lose my customers; I leave it up, I lose my soul!"  WALLS DIVIDE! 
Christ Unites: "Place" offers identity. The Jewish temple marked the 
Hebrew people. St. Peter's Basilica defines Roman Catholics. These 
buildings mark of our work together. In this place, people are nourished and 
stretched. If something destroyed our buildings, we would meet the following 
Sunday. We would cry and hold each other. We know these walls are not 
the church, for walls divide, Christ always unites.   
Paul makes it clear, Christ’s Church isn’t built of brick and mortar. The 
Message version makes the point: God is building a home, using us all, 
irrespective of how we got here in what he is building. He used the apostles 
and prophets for the foundation. Now he’s using you, fitting you in brick by 
brick, stone by stone, with Christ as the cornerstone that holds the parts 
together. It takes shape day by day, a holy temple built by God, all of us built 
into it, a temple, which God is at home. Christ is building a new temple, the 
Body of Christ, where each person makes up the needed parts. As each 
person is added we move closer to completing Christ’s building project, as 
long as there is space for the persons Christ chose and dwells.  
We extend the same invitation into the Body of Christ that Christ extends at 
his table, where he welcomes all. We are extensions of the host’s invitation, 
inviting guests to come from the highways and byways, leaving no one out. 
We lengthen God’s arms to persons, weaving our fingers into the hands of 
others, escorting them to wide-open space full of God’s amazing grace. 



I was responsible for the spiritual leadership of a Holy Land tour. Shifra, our 
Jewish guide, was responsible for historical and culture portion of the tour. 
While in the Galilee area, she invited Terri and I to sit with her friends in the 
restaurant’s kitchen at a lunch. We were outsiders, sitting with inside group. 
Shifra noticed we felt left out. She invited us into the conversation by 
encouraging others to share Yiddish culinary tips with us. She made room 
for us in this insider conversation, welcoming a Gentile into a Jewish lunch. 
It was not a big deal, but it was an act of making room from the inside out. 
This passage provides a glimpse of Paul’s vision for Christian unity as he 
makes real Christ’s prayer for unity in the Garden. The word community 
contains the word unity. Community is graciously and deliberately open to 
differences within a community. Spaces can remain too small if we can't deal 
with the differences. Thus, community is formed by willful act that breaks 
down barriers so wider dwelling spaces are opened, creating space for 
persons to offer their gifts and graces to the church.  
This is a day to ask how we to make our unified connection stronger. In many 
of my House2House visits you have told me of your founding days when you 
purpose was clear. You were unified in reestablishing a Methodist witness 
by reaching and supporting young families. Purpose generated unity. We will 
be working on our purpose in the months ahead. Perhaps it will be similar to 
our founding purpose, or perhaps not. Until we complete that discernment 
process, we will need to be willful in breaking down walls that divide, so we 
can create wide open spaces. We are better together. So, grab a hard hat 
and hammer; we have a few walls to remove. We will need to create a bit 
more space for whoever will come to help us carry out our God given purpose 
as we go forward into FUMC, Pflugerville’s next season.  


