
TITLE SLIDE 1: Mysteries Unfolded: The Mystery of Choseness 
Eph. 1:3-14 

Tiger Woods received the gift of striking the golf ball unlike any other human 
who has played the game. (I know, sports debate; go along with preacher for 
the sake of his point.) Tiger Wood’s story shows with every privilege comes 
the possibility of peril. He discovered he was not exempt from the perils of 
privilege. His multiple infidelities, substance abuse, and unmatched 
arrogance brought about a great fall from his privileged position.   
Jeff Benedict and Armen Keteyian 2018 book Tiger suggests he found 
renewed purpose, rehabbing his reputation and repairing relationships. The 
book shows a contented Tiger, rooted in a new-found purpose of removing 
the walls he built over the span of his entire life. This new day is exemplified 
by the repair of his relationship with Phil Mickelson, his chief rival, and many 
others whom he had previously cast aside.  Tiger seems to have learned that 
with privilege comes a purpose in life. 
Ephesians is unlike Paul’s other letters. The early manuscripts don’t contain 
the word Ephesians. It is only addressed to faithful Christians. The letter 
doesn’t address specific issues of a particular church; causing some to 
speculate Ephesians was a summary of Paul’s beliefs that are detailed in his 
other writings. Some scholars suggest it is a cover letter bound to his other 
letters. Certainly, we have Paul’s seminal and primary ideas about the church 
then and now. In his opening words, Paul says three things about Christ’s 
Church that can be summed in three words, privilege, peril and purpose.  
Our chosen place in Christ’s Church is a privilege. This privilege is 
granted by Christ who freely chose each of us, without condition. Paul writes: 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed 
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing, just as he chose us in Christ 
before the foundation of the world. God destined us for adoption as 
children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will. 
God’s pleasure includes granting us the privilege of being chosen by God.  
This means two things. First, we are chosen irrespective of the 
circumstances of our birth. Second, we are chosen regardless of the 
circumstances we contrive to exclude us or others. We didn’t earn the 
privilege of choseness, it was given to us before we took our first breath. Nor 
can we mess up the privilege because it is an act of God, which can’t be 
nullified by human action. The privilege of choseness isn’t based on bloodline 
or achievement. It was God’s pleasure to choose you. God’s choice is always 
wide, not a narrow; a choice for each of us, not just some of us.   



The Sneetches is one of Dr. Seuss' lesser-known stories. They are tall, 
yellow creatures who live on beaches. They are divided into two groups: 
those who have green stars on their bellies, and those who don't have green 
stars. The green-starred Sneetches comprise the "in-crowd" who build 
exclusive campfires where they sing their own little songs. The Sneetches 
without green stars on their bellies are the outsiders, the losers. 
One day, "a fix-it-up chappy" named Sylvester McMonkey McBean comes to 
town with a Star-On machine. For three-dollars, Sneetches can get green 
stars on their bellies, which they gladly pay. The in-crowd Sneetches are no 
longer distinct; and this upsets them. McMonkey McBean also has a Star-
Off machine, for ten-dollars you can get your star removed, distinguishing 
yourself anew. The on and off back-and-forth escalates until the book says, 
"Neither the Plain nor the Star -Bellies knew whether this one was that one 
or that one was this one or which one was what one or what one was who." 
It doesn’t matter if your belly is plain or star marked; there’s nothing we can 
do to change what began in the heart of God before we were born. This is 
not to say that people can’t separate from God if they insist. We can’t root 
that loss in the God whose good pleasure is to save all. Blaming God for who 
is in or out ignores Paul’s conviction that God chose all persons before the 
foundation of the world. The passage shouts no one is excluded the long 
arm of the love of God, made real in Christ’s offer of unconditional grace.  
Second, the privilege of our choseness is accompanied with the 
possibility of peril. Paul says, “God chose us in Christ …according to the 
good pleasure of God’s will”. The perilous choice to exclude breaks God’s 
heart. It negates the pleasure of God, who at the foundation of the world 
delighted in choosing you and me. When we turn the privilege of being 
chosen into a club, we work against the purpose of God to choose all. 
Excluding others injects pain into our world that longs for someone to love.  
This week in our HOUSE2HOUSE visit, I asked Ron Sandford what does the 
town of Pflugerville need from FUMC, Pflugerville? He beautifully said, 
people want to know they belong and are wanted. We place ourselves in 
peril when we limit who belongs and is wanted.  
We like to think we are a bit more special than others. My grandmother tried 
to trace the Floyd family back to British royalty. She was able to misconstrue 
the data, concluding we came from the British Floyds that signed the 
Declaration of Independence and wed into the Henry Hudson family, the 
British explorer.  With that privilege would come a responsibility to share our 



great wealth. First, our bank account doesn’t look like a Royal’s account at 
the Bank of England. Second, I don’t look good in the royal attire. 
We will not treat our chosen privilege as if God gave us a personal lollipop 
to enjoy. So, we refuse to behave like God only chooses those who pray and 
baptize like us. That attitude places our privilege into peril because we make 
the good news more about us than God, thus narrowing the “in group” to 
persons with green starred belly buttons. God has employed all means to 
expand the circle of God’s love, drawing in those God chose who long for 
love and acceptance. The church must move to the circle’s edge, speaking 
uniting words rather than dividing words, lest we place our privilege into peril.  
Last, the privileged of choseness, comes with a purpose. In Christ we 
have been … destined according to the purpose … so we, who … set our 
hope on Christ, might live for the praise of Christ’s glory.” Our purpose is to 
call the world’s attention to Christ; to be visible reminders that everyone and 
everything belongs to God. God adopted us in Christ, so we might invite 
others into God’s family. Though, people may not always acknowledge they 
are a child of God; they should consistently hear the church say each person 
is chosen too. We issue a clarion call that raises the volume of God’s love in 
the world, enticing people to accept their privilege of being chosen in Christ.  
Albinoni’s, Adagio in G Minor is a sad piece constructed from a musical 
fragment found in the Dresden death camp ruins, where many Jews died in 
the gas chambers. In the early 1990s, another genocide billed as ethnic 
cleansing was underway in the Bosnian War. In the midst of all that chaos, 
enters a middle-aged man with long hair and bushy mustache, dressed in 
formal wear, sitting in a bombed-out café in war-torn Sarajevo.  Allow a scene 
from the film, Welcome to Sarajevo depict what happened.  
For 22 days, he played his cello the way he had once did for the Sarajevo 
Orchestra.  Even, with Serbian bombs going off around him, he played the 
song over and over. He could not stop the killing, but he could play a beautiful 
piece of music into ugly lies of narrow choseness.  His purpose was to be a 
sign of hope, no matter the rubble caused by the war.  
Our purpose is the same: We are a chosen community, made in the image 
of God, bearing the likeness of Christ into our world. When we do that well, 
we make possible a miracle, which stirs hearts to extend the long arms of 
God’s love into the world. The miracle opens us up to the experience radical 
and new connections, made possible by divine love, such as what occurred 
during the 1906 Azusa Street Revival that birthed American Pentecostalism.  



Azusa forged a community was a community that rejected the nation’s 
segregated social order. Black men laid hands on white women, and black 
women laid hands on white men. American was rocked as black leaders led 
white worshippers into spiritual encounters. It seemed impossible; but made 
possible by the Spirit’s reconciling differences through a new-found love of 
each other and insistence on justice for all persons. 
Are we willing to be vulnerable enough to experience a holy disorientation? 
It can happen if we live the purpose the privilege of our choseness requires. 
It will happen if we seek out people who long to hear God has chosen them 
too. We can build a community that brings every kind of person together 
under this roof, (right here in River City) AKA FUMC, Pflugerville. 
There’s something in the human spirit that doesn’t love a wall. Like Robert 
Frost wrote, we want walls torn down. Walls fall when we intentionally live 
into the purpose of the privilege of being chosen by the grace of God. We 
are to announce God’s love into our hurting world. That is unmatched 
purpose that comes with the privilege of sharing God’s love one person at a 
time. Hey, privileged people we have a purpose to live, what are you doing 
sitting here? 


