
 
 

 

Rosales Family Story 

we build strong, stable and self-reliant communities 

The promise of opportunity is what brought Laura 
Rosales, and her family, to Austin from the small south 
Texas town of Kenedy as a teenager. It is what 
continues to drive her today as a hardworking, single 
mother of five and dispatcher at Jerry’s Texan Towing. 
Despite once finding stability and promise in Austin, 
Laura now finds herself struggling to provide her 
family with a consistent and safe place to live due to 
the lack of affordable housing.  

Laura shares a two-bedroom duplex in South Austin 
with her five children; Josiah (2), Michael (6), Michaela (8), Ray (12), and Kaithlyn 
(16). This living arrangement requires that some of the children sleep in the living 
room, so privacy and time to one’s self come at a premium in the Rosales 
household. A home of her own will give Laura the ability to provide her children a 
permanent place to live and free them from the stress and frustration that 
accompanied the family’s frequent moves to escape rising rent costs.  

Laura is excited that home ownership will give her the opportunity to 
demonstrate skills to her children about financial management, and the care and 
upkeep of a home. She wants them to enjoy the intangible benefits that most 
people take for granted like playing in the backyard. Laura believes that she can 
now serve as a role model for her children and that this opportunity will positively 
influence the children’s outlook towards their own futures.  

To Laura, Austin’s appeal comes from the compassion and generosity of its 
residents, and she sees those same characteristics in Austin Habitat for Humanity 
by saying “it feels like a family.” She is very thankful that there are so many 
people willing to give their time to help other people and families. She believes 
that home ownership would have otherwise been impossible for her, and is very 
thankful for the kindness that exists in the Austin community. 

Thank you for your support of Austin Habitat for Humanity and the Rosales family! 


