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It has always bothered me how often we Christians have gotten so caught up in the spirit of consumerism. Jesus came 
to break the chains of oppression and bondage; I believe that debt driven by the spirit of materialism is one of the   
greatest forms of bondage in the Western culture today. 

Materialism drives slave labor in foreign markets; many of the goods that we purchase are produced by slave and child 
labor in other parts of the world. Also, materialism, our desire for bigger, better and more, creates environmental       
challenges. This total spirit of materialism has encroached into Christmas, and we Christians have bought into it. 

This is the underlying reason why I always want to change the focus this time of year and get us to begin to really focus 
on Jesus’ birthday and celebrating the counterculture Messiah at Christmas in a way that honors his birth.  For five years 
during advent here at PFUMC we have attempted to encourage one another to spend less, not only on ourselves, but to 
really live within our means and use Christmas as a time to focus our resources on the least and the lost. We do this 
through feeding people on Tuesdays with our food pantry, through Circle of Hope and through our Christmas Miracle 
Offering.  The Miracle Offering challenges us to track what we spend on ourselves and then to spend an equal amount 
on a missional project.  

IN the past we have supported Heifer International, Habitat for Humanity, and the Congo Project. When people focus 
outside of their own families at Christmas and bring in an equal amount for God’s purposes, it creates a “miracle of the 
loaves and fishes”. 

Biblically the focus of Jesus’ birth would be God’s redemptive work of salvation in the world.  The mission of Jesus, in 
Isaiah 61, is to preach the good news to the poor and set the oppressed people free from all the forces of oppression, 
including the force of materialism. 

What our culture has done, in many ways, is to convert Christmas away from the whole reason of Jesus’ birth, which 
was to give his life for the life of the world and for the least and the lost. Our culture has often professed an alliance to 
Jesus and then turned it upon ourselves and made Christmas a hedonistic feast of gluttony instead of a sacrificial giving 
of ourselves with Christ for the life of the world. 

Jesus said “follow me.” The rich young ruler asked what he must do to receive eternal life. Jesus said not only keep the 
commandments, but sell all your possessions... in other words “let go” of the need to consume all the time, and instead 
give to the poor, and come and follow me.  

My prayer for us and for all Christians is that we would find ways to connect our resources and our heart to the heart of 
God, share with the least and the lost, and then follow Jesus in giving our lives sacrificially for the life of the world. It is 
when we lose ourselves that we find ourselves and truly begin to experience the abundant life that Jesus calls us to live. 

So, again this year we will culminate our Christmas Eve services with a Miracle offering that will leave our church and go 
to continue to support The Congo Project, bring life and health to mothers and children in the form of nutrition and     
vitamins.  Moreover, we will send the bulk of our gifts to continue to support the rebuilding efforts along the Texas coast 
in the wake of Hurricane Harvey. 
 
This Christmas, cut through the hype that leaves you exhausted and broke at the end of the year. Instead, experience 
the peace of knowing that God is truly with us, the joy of giving sacrificially, and the love of a Savior who gave everything 
he had for us.  
 
Peace, 
 
Pastor Wade 
 
































