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As I sit here and write this article, I am listening to Jess, Davis and my mother watch a movie on 
Netflix.  My mom is in town to help Jess watch our son, as I leave once more for military obligations 
that seem to always be scheduled at the most “inconvenient” times. 
 

Isn’t it like that though… Life… We spend our time obligated to one thing or another.  We move 
about life making all those obligations successful to the best of our ability, and then one day we 
stop, look around, and notice that life has not waited for us.  You see, my son just had his 6

th
  

birthday, and I am still amazed that we are at this point in our lives.  It just seems like yesterday that 
we were bringing him home from the hospital.  It just seems like yesterday that I was Skyping them 
from halfway across the world on Davis’s first birthday… It just seems like yesterday… 
 

Are we not like this also as a church … As Christians?  We “do” Sunday week in and week out.  We 
shake hands, we sing hymns, we listen, we leave…. Then one day, we look around and see that the 
church is not the same as it once was.  The youth have come and gone, faces have changed or  
gotten older, and we are perplexed.   
 

This last week, I was fortunate to sit with the District Board on Ordained Ministry and be questioned 
on theology, seminary, and my goals in ministry.  This is just another step in the process for  
Ordination, and during it there was a question asked by one of the seasoned elders that made me 
think… “How do you “self-care”?  I thought for a moment, and then, after a pause, answered him, “I 
try my best to maximize my time with my family.  Taking every moment not for granted, but as a  
moment that I will never get back.” 
 

Maybe we should look at our time with God through this lens, as time we will never get back.   
Maximizing every prayer, every hymn, and every moment of holy communion with our church family.  
Notice how I used a lower case “h” and “c” …. I do this in order to show that every moment we 
spend within Christian company is Holy.  “For where two or three are gathered together in my name, 
I am there among them." (Matt 18:20) With every opportunity that God gifts us, be it though  
mentoring youth, helping with worship, or just simply listening during prayer, approach it with a full 
heart for God.  Is this too much for God, the Creator of Life, the One who “gave His only begotten 
Son,” to ask from us, the created?   
 

As I’m nearing the end of this article, the house is silent and settling in for bedtime.  Tomorrow, I will 
be up and gone for Houston, probably before the rest of the house even comes alive.  These days of 
being gone will come and go, as they always do, and when I return I will be reminded once more the 
joy of family, the joy of reunion, and the preciousness of time.  Jesus came and showed us the joy of 
God’s love, and within each day of His ministry Jesus maximized the spreading of this love.  Now it 
is our turn.  Let us realize the preciousness of time that God gifts us each day and let us be fruitful in 
our mission of spreading the Good News that Jesus is risen.  That we are forgiven, and that we are 
His. May the Peace and Love of Christ be with you Always! 
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