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Greetings New Friends, 

Do you remember the first time you walked into a new church? I recently 
walked into a new faith community only knowing a few people. I encoun-
tered unknown faces and some different worship habits. Yet, something 
wonderful happened; the congregants were enthusiastic, and energy filled 
the room. They were a welcoming folk, I knew immediately wanted to come 
back.  

I found a congregation built upon honest relationships with God and each other – not pretense or 
false piety. People knew they were recipients of undeserved grace and sought to extend that grace 
towards others. It was apparent they were a family that shared each other joys and concerns. I was 
amazed at the variety of persons who were fully engaged, no spectators here. I could not count the 
number of ways they seemed to offer themselves to others. It was an amazing Body of Christ. By 
the way: this church is YOU-FUMC, PFLUGERVILLE. I must say thank you for being you. 

Since you received this newsletter you most likely worship with us. Some of you are longtime    
members. Many have recently started to worship us. Others are in the process of checking things 
out. We all have a common experience: We walked into this place as a “visitor”, yet we were treated 
like “honored guests”.  

Let’s continue to be who we are, gracious hosts to the persons who walk through the doors on   
Sunday mornings. Try some of these best practices:  
 Wear nametags because they are helpful to other people. 
 Say hello to people you don’t know before spending time with your friends. 
 Invite someone to sit with you that you want to know better. 
 Sit in different places, so you can become acquainted with new people. 
 If someone wants to help, invite them to do what you were doing. 
 Follow up with persons you meet on Sunday on Monday. 
 
Jesus birthed the Church by investing in twelve people and their extended families. The Christ 
movement was a relationship building movement. Let’s move FUMC, Pflugerville forward by         
expanding our relationships in this wonderful Body of Christ. 

Better together, 
 

Pastor Russell 
 
































