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Rio Texas Annual Conference Reflections 
Corpus Christi, TX      June 5-8, 2019 

 

First United Methodist’s delegation to Rio Texas Annual  
Conference included Pastor Russell and Terri Floyd, Roxie  
Greenway, Jeff and Sandy Monzingo, and Donn and Dortha  
German. Also attending were Kat Freeze and Pat Klentzman as 
conference guests. The culminating moment for the conference is 
the fixing of the pastoral appointments. Those in attendance were 
happy that Pastor Russell will be with us for another year. We are  
also excited that Rev. Aaron Carter and his wife Earind will join us 
starting in July.  

The teaching sessions by Rev. Tom Berlin were based on his latest 
book “Reckless Love”. He writes and teaches how Jesus encouraged his followers to become door 
openers; rather than gatekeepers who judge the value of others. We are to have reckless love for 
God and for our neighbors. 

Those persons who attended Rio Texas Annual Conferences in previous years noted early on 
something felt different this year. The mood in this conference was obviously impacted by the       
decisions made at the General Conference held in February 2019 and Judicial Council ruling in April 
2019. Large numbers of people were organized to deal with those recent decisions many persons 
felt were wrong.  

The majority of our work before the delegates involved selecting a General Conference delegation 
from our conference. It was apparent in early ballots that a majority was determined to elect persons 
who would help our churches expand their welcome rather than live into the restrictions of the     
Traditional plan. 

In his opening address, Bishop Schnase said in almost every group he’s been a part of since     
General Conference 2019, people have expressed a sense that some part of the church is dying. 
But also, he said that some parts are giving birth. Our bishop said he wants to lead in the spirit of the 
One Church Plan while upholding the Discipline, and yet giving as much permission and latitude as 
he can.  

You can view his talk and others: https://riotexas.org/ac2019 

Our Rio Texas Annual Conference elected a delegation of sixteen persons. Fourteen members of 
the delegation clearly affirms a progressive or centrist approach to becoming a fully welcoming   
United Methodist Church. Our Annual Conference’s actions were consistent with the other Annual 
Conferences across the country, who chose delegations that oppose the Traditional plan. Most  
United Methodists in the United States will not affirm further discrimination or exclusion of the 
LGBTQ community in our churches.                                                                                       → 



Rio Texas Annual Conference Reflections-continued 

Some members of PfUMC’s delegation attended Methodist Federation for Social Action (MFSA)  
dinner at Annual Conference. Bishop Karen Oliveto who was elected and consecrated in July 2016 
and serves as the episcopal leader in the Mountain Sky Conference of the Western Jurisdictional 
Conference was the keynote speaker. Bishop Oliveto is the first openly lesbian Bishop elected by 
the United Methodist Church. She offered these hopeful words, “Because we are in Christ Jesus we 
are all connected. Love enlarges our capacity for relationships with others who are different from us. 
May love be the guiding force in our relationships, in our churches, and in our communities.”  

To view her talk click: https://youtu.be/g6Opp0CDXaw 

Rev. Laura Merrill, who is the assistant to the bishop and will lead the 2020 General Conference  
delegation from Rio Texas, asked in her presentation, “What will become of us? What we see today 
as the United Methodist Church, is not what we will soon become.” She described these times as 
birth pains that are laboring to bring forth the new birth, whatever new shape or form we will          
become, noting the process is painful and hard. 

There have been lots of discussions around the United Methodist Church about what exactly the  
Holy Spirit might be birthing. Most notably two large gatherings have occurred. One organizing 
group is called UM Forward. Their organizing statement reads,  “We rejoice, because the spirit of 
resurrection is upon us as we anticipate Pentecost. The Holy Spirit is moving, illumining our hearts, 
and revealing a new expression of Methodism.”  

Another major movement of an organizing group is called UMC Next. That gathering is led in part by 
Rev. Adam Hamilton from the Church of the Resurrection. At their recent gathering, which included 
10 representatives from every annual conference in the United States, the group agreed upon four 
commitments: 

We long to be passionate followers of Jesus Christ in the Wesleyan vision, anchored in scripture, 
and informed by tradition, experience, and reason.  

We commit to our baptismal vows to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they 
present themselves. 

We reject the Traditional Plan as being inconsistent with the gospel of Jesus Christ and will resist 
its implementation. 

We will work to eliminate discriminatory language, restrictions, and penalties in the Discipline  
regarding LGBTQ persons. We affirm the sacred worth of LGBTQ persons and commit to  
being in ministry together. 

Westlake UMC Pastor Tracey Beadle said, “This can be terrifying, disorienting, and painful. But it 
can be exhilarating too! I believe the church is being born again. It has been reborn many times 
throughout history by the power of the Holy Spirit. Many of us continue to pray as the Holy Spirit 
sweeps through our hearts and minds; as it sweeps through our church and stirs us up, disrupts us, 
resurrects us to a new way of being; to a new expression of Methodism that truly celebrates the 
promise of God on all people.” 

Your PfUMC delegation thanks the church for the opportunity to serve you at this year’s Annual 
Conference. We trust God will fill all of us with love, grace, and courage, guiding us into what we will 
become. We respectfully submit our report and we welcome your questions and feedback.  

 

The best is yet to come, 

 

ALL DELEGATES, ALTERNATES AND PASTORS 






































