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Patience Please…..Now! 

Patience can be defined as: “The best things take time”. We all know how patience 
is hard for those of us who presume we can quickly fix anything. Sometimes a 
‘quick fix’ is not at our fingertips. Even at times like these, we pray for patience, 
NOW or at least by the end of the week. This is why cultivating patience is a        
life-long process.   

Olive tree farmers know an olive tree will bear fruit in its 5th or 6th year. They also 
know a tree doesn't reach maximum yield until it is 30 or 40 years old. There is a 
traditional prayer offered by olive growers when they plant an olive tree: "God    
protect it and make it grow so my children's grandchildren will benefit from its   
abundance." They know the best things take time. 

Our Unstuck Teams are working hard at rolling out plans that support our vision that will guide us for 
the next five years. Patience is particularly hard when planning for the long game. The key to        
patience is learning to be present in the current moment while we wait for the ‘not yet’ moment. 
What good is planning for the coming days, weeks, months, and years if we miss what is presently 
happening? So, I want to encourage each of us to treasure all the good that is happening among as 
we travel together toward our tomorrows.  

The Visioning Teams will be sharing these future plans in the weeks to come. A church wide mailing 
is being prepared. It will provide a great deal of background and detail. I ask you to receive their  
ideas kindly, pray over them fervently, and share honest feedback both formally and informally.  

Also, monitor any anxious feelings that arise about tomorrow’s plans, so we 
don't miss a single moment Spirit’s present work among us. Let’s help each 
other grow in patience, while we do the work of God on this day and beyond. 
Let us plan, be patient, and eventually prosper. 

From a fellow patience learning pilgrim, 

Russell+ 

Russell 
































