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Times are a Changin…. 

Bob Dylan sung, ”Times are a changing…..” The good we feel about our church is being heard in our 
greater community. PfUMC is becoming top of mind when community members need help connecting 
their earthly lives with eternal meaning. For example, requests for baptisms, weddings, memorial     
services, personal guidance, and membership requests are on the rise. Yet, these exciting times come 
with certain challenges that we can meet if we keep these four fundamental ideas in mind as we      
navigate these new waters. 

1. A clear sense of mission and vision is our guiding star. Our mission is to make disciples for Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. This mission is supported by a vision to reach 500 people in worship each week, see 100 
children running in these halls each Sunday, and 300-400 persons intentionally growing their faith through the ministries 
of our church week by week. People will continue to flock here and support the work if we keep the mission in mind and 
repeatedly share the PfUMC vision. 

2. Our life together is rooted in God’s mission and our faith in Christ. Our church is an arm of God’s larger mission 
in the world. We must connect people’s support of the church to something larger than the envelope in the offering plate. 
Let us not reduce our efforts to paying the electric bill, so we can hold weekly services. We are involved in the lifesaving 
and redeeming work of Jesus Christ. Let us raise our appeals by reminding each other we are a conduit or God’s power 
that shapes and changes lives by the power of Christ whose spirit pervades our world with mercy and grace.  

3. The church’s mission and vision involves each member of the Body of Christ. We must help 
each other see the multiple people and ways it takes to achieve our mission and realize our vision. Jesus 
defines the mission of the church and each one of us are the needed tools God uses to achieve that    
mission and vision.  

4. Hope will guide us into our future: We are future oriented body, who cling to God’s sure promise that will help us 
navigate into PfUMC’s Tomorrow as “times are a changing…” So, let us point again and again to the certainty of our  
future, reminding each other of God’s ongoing mission and our church’s vision especially in these times of change and 
transition. 

Forty-five years after Bob Dylan sung, “Times are a Changin…” Taylor Swift sings:  
There is ever present change, many thoughts to rearrange 
Together we can change the world, let’s rewrite the page 

There are many forms of strong, yet we all must soldier on 
Together as one, together as one 

For each and every fight, is a chance to so unite 
Every lesson in the wrong, it can be rendered right 

There is opportunity, be the change you want to see 
Let’s set ourselves free, let’s set ourselves free 

In time, beyond the impossible 
Breaking through every obstacle By faith from the intangible 
Objects, they are exchangeable Yet lives are irreplaceable 

Real change is attainable 
































