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Next Steps 
 

I’m sure that many of you are wondering how the appointment process for our new pastor works and may be anxious about the 
change.  We are so fortunate to have strong leaders with Bishop Robert Schnase and District Superintendent Teresa Welborn.  
They are focused on selecting someone who will best fit our church’s needs and will help with our mission field focus.  The Staff
-Parish Relation Committee completed our annual Consultation Form for Pastor Wade last November and it contained a section 
that asked if we had a pastoral change, what leadership qualities are the most needed to accomplish our mission field in the 
future.  Each of us answered separately and the responses were combined and submitted. 
 

Our committee met with Teresa on the Sunday following the announcement of the change to begin the process and  provide 
input.  We appreciated all of the feedback we received from our congregation that day and shared it all.  If you have any other 
questions, concerns, or suggestions, please feel free to contact any of the SPRC team.  We hope that we will learn the selection 
a week or two after Easter activities have calmed down but there is not a definite time-frame. Please understand that this is a 
confidential process and we will follow the conference traditions in making the announcement. 
 

When a family adds or loses a member, the family is not exactly the same, and so it is with a congregation when the pastor 
changes.  However, some things endure including commitments to each other, commitments to the ministry, and the values 
about what is important.  Our congregation has stepped up many times over the years to help the outgoing pastor feel           
appreciated and to welcome the incoming pastor with open arms.  We will host a goodbye event on Pastor Wade’s last Sunday 
on June 24

th
.  More on that later. 

 

Many months ago, before we learned that Pastor Wade would be moving in July and that we would be receiving a new pastor, 
the Staff-Parish Relations Committee had discussions with Pastor Wade about his request for renewal leave for formational and 
spiritual growth.  The committee subsequently discussed this with District Superintendent Teresa Welborn, and Pastor Wade 
has been granted leave for most of the months of May and June.   
 

To provide some context, the Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church describes what I am talking about in     
paragraph 351.3: 
 

“Clergy who have held full-time appointments for at least six years may request a formational and spiritual growth leave up to six 
months in duration while continuing to hold an appointment in the local church.” 
 

Pastor Wade has been under appointments for a total nine years and this will be his first such leave.  The permitted length of 
such leave is “up to six months.” Pastor Wade has requested two months, although he will be here for our 35th Anniversary  
celebration on May 20 and will return for the June 24 service prior to his move to Corpus Christi.  He will also be representing 
our church, along with our conference delegates at Annual Conference, June 6-9, 2018.  His plans during his leave include   
research to be done on a writing project, a weeklong silent retreat, and dedicated time spent with family as they prepare for their 
transition. 
 

In Pastor Wade’s absence, Rev. Bill Henderson, will be on call for pastoral care matters and will preach on May 13.  Rev.     
Henderson served many churches in our conference as well as serving as District Superintendent of both the Corpus Christi 
District and the Kerrville/West District prior to his retirement last summer. 
 

For the remainder of the preaching Sundays we will be joined by a number of former PFUMC pastors, District Superintendent 
Teresa Welborn, as well as other conference leaders and some of our own lay speakers here at PFUMC all with an eye toward 
celebrating our history and looking forward to the next 35 years.  
 

Help us treasure the time we have left with Pastor Wade and family and look forward to the future with confidence and trust that 
God is guiding us in this journey. 
 

Blessings and Peace, 
 

Randy Reese, SPRC Chair  Karan Wester  Michele Parker  Paul Shinkawa 
Adrianne Stropes   George Rios  Joe Johnson  Allison Strupek 
























